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night, with aa answer, which also accooipanieB this 
comrouDicatioQ. 

From this correspondence, it will painfully be percei- 
ved, that the only ground of the proceedings of the Go- 
vernment of Maine, which were confidentially commu- 
nicated by the Letter of the Governor of the 6th inst., 
covering the Resolutions of the Legislature, approved 
by him, was in Letters from Mr. Preble, the Agent of 
that State at Washington, expressing his opinion in re- 
gard to the expediency of the propoBed arrangement, 
and that of the Representatives of that Stkte in Con- 
gress, in Letters addressed to him, which opinions were 
formed from circumstances unofficially within their 
knowledge, and that these communications are now 
considered by the Governor, so far private und confi- 
dential, that he does not feel himself authorized to make 
them public, without the permission of the persons from 
whom they were received. He has therefore declined 
affording the information, which was sought, by the or- 
der of the Legislature. 

We are thus left without any knowledge of the change 
of circumstances, which has induced to the irecent un- 
expected and extraordinary manifestation of change of 
seutiment and policy, on this most interesting subject, 
in the State of Maine. We learn, neither, by what au- 
thority a-proposition to negociate for the Territory is 
made ; nor the terms which are to form the basis of 
such negociation ; nor who are to be the parties to it ; 
nor bow far the compromise which may be contemplat- 
ed is within the Constitutional power of the National 
Executive, with or without the couseot of the States. 
Maine asks from us no consent or countenance to the 
bargain, which is now offered. Indeed, it cannot es- 



;ape remark, that in the leading ReeolutioDs of her Le- 
[islature in reference to this subject, a joint concern in 
Massachusetts, even in the disposition of the property 
n the lands, is no otherwise adverted to, than by an ad- 
Donition contained in the resolution which proposes 
lotice to us of the intention to negociate, that we may 
ake charge of our own interest. The remembrance of 
ormcr relations is no longer invoked. No appeal is 
nade to a sense of mutual interest; to the principles of 
iberality, of magnanimity, and of friendly regard to a 
Sister Stater; — nor is the generous, disinterested, and 
ipirited response, which was given to that appeal for aid 
ind co-operation, in the defence of the rights of jurisdic- 
40D and State sovereignty, acknowledged or recognized. 
Under all these considerations, I respectfully submit to 
^01], that no further proceedings here, are, at this time, 
■equired, for the dignity, honor, or mterest of the Cora- 
noQwealth. The deliberate and explicit opinions ex- 
jressed by the Legislature upon the whole subject mat- 
ter, at an earlier period in the session, fully assert the 
rights of th^ State in the property in question, and a 
:onfidence in the obligation of the National Govern- 
nent to defend us in its possession and enjoyment. 
The Resolutions which were then passed, are in the 
liandsofour Senators and Representatives in Congress, 
ffho will not fail to have the first notice of any hazard 
to our true interest, and faithfully to advise to the most 
effectual measures for ijs protection. 

LEVI LINCOLN. 
Council Chamber, 

March nth, 1832. 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF J!AS- 

SACHUSETTS. 



Boston, March 13, 1832. 

Sir,^— In compliance with a request of the Legisla- 
ture of this Commonwealth, expressed in a concurrent 
order of the two Branches, a copy of which I have the 
honor herewith to transmit, it is made my duty to ask 
of your Excellency, to furliish, /or /A« information oj this 
Government, copies of all the correspondence between 
the Governments of the United States and the State of 
Maine, and copies of any communication from the 
Agent of the State of Maine at Washington, in relation 
to the territory North and East of the St. Johns and St. 
Francis rivers, which were the occasion of the recent 
proceedings of the Legislature of Maine, confidentially 
communicated in their Resolutions which accompanied 
your letter of the 6th instant. The equal right of pro- 
perty which this Commonwealth has in common with 
Maine, and the earnest, and I may be permitted to add, 
generous manifestation of sympathy and interest by this 
Government, in the assertion and vindication of the ju- 
risdictional sovereignty of the sister State to the territory 
in dispute, warrant a confiding expectation, that the de- 
sired communication wiU frankly and cheerfully be 
pnade. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF MAmE. 



• AuGCSTA, March 15, 1832. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your Excellency'fi letter of the 13th of this monlb^ 
requesting to be furnished with copies of all the cor- 
respondence between the Government of the United 
States aft this State, and copies of any communica- 
tioD3 from the Agdnt of this State at Washington, in 
relation to the territory North and East of the rivers 
' St. John and St. Francis, which were the occasion of 
the recent proceedings of the Legislature of this State, 
confidentially commonicated to your Excellency. 

The only correspondence which has been had with 
this Department, in relation to these proceedings, is 
contained in letters from Mr. Preble, the agent of this 
State at Washington, expressing his opinion in regard 
to the expediency of the proposed arrangements, and 
that of the Representatives of this State in Congress 
accompanied also with letters from them directed to 
himself. In these letters they also state the grouods of 
their opinion, which they have .formed from circumstan- 
ces inofficially within their knowledge. These com- 
munications are considered as private and conBdential, 
rather than as official documenta,.and 1 do not consider 
myself at present authorized to make tbem pubhc, 



